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the audience is bold enough to take the risk,
and the magician is paid to carry the devil away and
dispose of him safely as he thinks best.
After the evil spirit has been exorcised the
patient seems to wake from a bad dream and asks
where he is. A prayer is said over him and he is
washed and dressed. To prevent a recurrence of
the possession an amulet is tied on his arm. It is
a magic square written on a piece of palm-leaf or
paper. It is folded and enclosed with some relic
from the tomb of a pir or saint, a tuft of hair or
the bone of some creature, the claw of a leopard or
tiger, and the feathers of some particular bird.
The whole is sewn in a piece of silk, and it must
be worn day and night With wealthy people
these amulets are encased in little cylinders of
precious metal; they are tied on the arm above
the elbow, or in the case of a woman they may be
strung upon her necklace. The preparation of
amulets and charms is another source of income
to the magician, whether he be Hindu or Mu-
hammadan.
When the Muhammadan hakim is called in, the
first question he asks is the day and hour of
the seizure. If the patient was taken ill on a
Saturday, the cause was distress of mind, heat of